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with the danger of yielding to the menace* of bo unprecedented and liiutinnu.-*
CJ                       *?                        4^7                                                                                                    j,
an association.   To preserve the authority of the President and Council and
crush an attempt that indicated the total subversion of Government, became
now the object in which sentiments the whole Board with one voice concurred
with his Lordship. He proceeded accompanied by Genera! Canine iu Mun-^ca-
w-here the 1st battalion lay in cantonments, and happily arri\tjd at the instant
when the whole body of Europeans was ripe for rewk. Their oflktTN the
Lieut. Colonel and two or three subalterns excepied had to a man withdrawn
themselves, and the soldiers fired with the contagious spirit of in 11 tiny were
on the point of following the example of their superiors, when hib Lord>hipV
presence and authority awakened them to a sense of their duty and probably
saved these provinces from all the horrors of rapine, desolation, and military
anarchy. The same violence of conduct prevailed amongst the officers of the
2nd and 3rd Brigades stationed at Allahabad and Patna, in so much that
Colonel Smith who was posted on the frontiers of Corah, remote from ali
assistance and in the very face of a formidable enemy, was totally deserted
by Ms officers in those lines lie had drawn to oppose the irruption of the
Alahrattas.
9.    For the further particulars of this extraordinary and \ery interesting
event, we beg leave to refer you to the letter and Consultations of the Public
Department,  since the  whole correspondence passed through  that channel
during the recess of the Select Committee. Here we touched upon it, with
the view only to impress you with more lively ideas of the state of this settle-
ment and to evince more strongly die necessity of what we have before
repeatedly recommended, a constant attention to the good sense, honour and
steadiness of those gentlemen whom you in future admit into Council.
10.    We have a particular satisfaction in observing to you the spirited
zeal with which the Board assisted in e\ery measure proposed by the President
to break this dangerous combination.   A just sense of the indignity offered
to their own authority as well as of danger to the community seemed to unite
them heart and hand hi punishing to the extreme extent of their power, an
act of disobedience that includes in its effects the being and fate of your
invaluable possessions in Bengal.   But still it remains to be determined how
far the delinquents are subject to the utmost rigour of martial law,  and
whether such proofs can clearly be exhibited against them as, admitting the
authority of the court will render the prisoner liable to the punishment of
mutiny and desertion,
11.    The  present  situation  of   your   affairs  requiring   so   numerous   a
military establishment, at such a distance from the fountain of justice as not
to admit of elucidation in difficult cases before it is too late for decision, it
becomes an object of most serious attention to bind down your officers and
soldiers by the strongest ties of duty, of allegiance and of martial discipline,
Of late vears it hath been customary to grant commissions without exacting
those covenants whereby the party agrees to serve for a certain period of time.
Yet upon the suposition that such contract actually exists, the King and
Parliament have graciously been pleased to exiend the benefits of the Mutiny
Bill1 to the Hon'ble the East India Company,   To this neglect it is owing that
any officer or number of officers, has it in his option, without consulting the
Governor and Council to throw up your service in times of the most imminent